
 
 
 
Dear Extension’s Successful Gardener E-tips Subscriber: 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
November Tips 

• If blossom-end rot plagued your tomato crop this growing season, the soil pH 
could be off.  Lime is slow acting so apply lime to next year’s tomato bed now so 
that the lime has a chance to get to where it is needed before the next growing 
season. 

• After a killing frost has hit your asparagus beds, it is time to cut the dead foliage 
to the ground. 

• Apply fertilizer to a cool-season lawn around Thanksgiving.  Use a quick-release 
fertilizer such as 10-10-10 for your lawn’s last meal of the season.  Remember to 
put no more than one pound of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet of lawn. 

• Continue to rake leaves off the lawn.  You can use a sweeper attachment on the 
mower or a bagger. Place bagged leaves on a compost pile for next year.  A 
mulching blade will also work to chop up the leaves and distribute back onto the 
lawn. 

• In addition to leaves, compost other yard waste. As you cut back perennials and 
pile up other non-diseased garden refuse in preparation for winter, return that 
bounty to your garden in the form of compost.  Compost is nature's favorite 
fertilizer and soil conditioner. For information on how to compost: 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/hil/hil-8100.html 

• Fall is for planting. The cool weather permits establishment of a root system 
before next year’s hot weather. In most cases, watering plants in at the time of 
planting will be all the water they need to get through the winter, though they will 
need more water in spring and summer if it doesn’t rain.  Due to the drought this 
year, however, you will need to evaluate the water you have before planting. 
Some municipalities continue to be under drought restrictions that prevent you 
from using municipal water for landscape purposes.   

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/hil/hil-8100.html


• If your area permits use of water for planting, now through early February is an 
ideal time to plant deciduous trees and shrubs and perennials. Plant evergreens 
through November.  Find pictures of recommended planting techniques at: 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/hil/hil-601.html 

• Allow space for plants to grow to their mature size.  A common mistake is placing 
a large or fast-growing plant where there is not enough room for its full height 
and spread.  The error results in continuous pruning in an attempt to keep the 
plant to a size nature never intended it to be.  Builders and beginning landscapers 
often place shrubs too close together, because the plants look so small when they 
come from the nursery.  Find out how large the plant can be expected to grow, 
and place them where they can fulfill their potential. 

• November is a good time to plant spring-flowering bulbs. Dormant bulbs can be 
planted without watering. They will need a limited amount of water but hopefully 
nature will provide it.   

• Make sure pesticides are properly stored for winter. Check the label for details.  
An insulated building is enough for most pesticides, but a few should stay above 
freezing.   

• Run all the gas out of a small engine before storing for winter. This will keep 
deposits from forming in the carburetor and will prevent hassles next spring.    

• As we move into the gift-giving season, we’d like to provide a gift idea for the 
gardeners on your list.  Extension’s Successful Gardener newsletter is published 
10 times per year and is packed with information for North Carolina gardeners, 
from the JC Raulston Arboretum Plant Focus, Enviro-tips, Q&A, Garden Spot, 
monthly gardening tips, and more!  A one-year subscription is $12.95 and can be 
ordered at www.successfulgardener.org or at (919) 513-3112. 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension 
 
Cooperative Extension Centers are in all 100 counties and the Cherokee Reservation. For 
a local contact go to www.ces.ncsu.edu. 
 
Until next month, Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Successful Gardening!   
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