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Worksheet on Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Research

Go to http://jae.fp.expressacademic.org/ and login (id=jaemember and password=123jae). Click on Back Issues in the upper right area of the page. Go to Volume 50, Issue 3 and open the article titled “A Comparison of Traditional and Self-Paced Instruction: Knowledge Gained in a Food Safety Certification Course” written by Sexton, Schilling and Taylor. Then answer the following questions (you might need to refer back to some previous lessons in order to answer all the questions):

1. What is the “statement of the problem”? (note: you will not find a section titled “statement of the problem” but should remember how to write a statement of the problem from previous classes and should be able to recognize one when you see one)

2. Which is used in this research – hypotheses, research questions, or objectives?

3. Is this research experimental or quasi-experimental? What makes the study the answer you chose?
4. Which research design was used?

5. Using the proper notation, draw a diagram that illustrates this research design as applied to this study.  
6. What was the major threat to the internal validity of this research?

7. What did the researchers do to control for this threat?

8. Was the research instrument used in this study valid and reliable? Provide evidence to support your view. .

9. What was the independent variable?

10. What was the dependent variable?

10. Based upon the research results, which training method should be used?
The goal of this worksheet is to acquaint you further with the use of experimental and quasi-experimental research in agricultural and extension education. 








