Name ________________________
Locating the Literature of your Field

The answers to the following can be found by searching Agricola, ERIC or Dissertation Abstracts.

The first 8 questions should be answered from Agricola. (I used the National Agricultural Library version of Agricola. I clicked on the keyword search option in the articles section before I did any searching.. To make sure you are in the right place, search for superovulation in Title. The results should be 331 or slightly more if new articles have been indexed since I produced this document. Be sure to click on the down button in the In box to select the correct location to search—in this example Title.)
1. How many documents have the word “4-H” as the Subject? 

2. How many documents have the words “leadership” in the title?

3. How many documents have “4-H” as the subject and “leadership” in the title? 

4. How many documents have the word “EFNEP” in the title?

5. How many documents have “EFNEP” in the title and “evaluation ” as a Keyword Anywhere?

6. How many documents have “Agricultural Education” as the subject?

7. Since Dr. Jayaratne was the guest speaker for this class, identify one document authored by him. (even though we call him “Jay” his real name is 
K. S. U. Jayaratne). What is the name of the document identified?
8. You are interviewing for a position at Virginia Tech. The person who is going to interview you is Hillison J. Is there a general theme to the documents he has produced?

The following questions can be found by searching ERIC. (I used the government web site - http://www.eric.ed.gov/). The first thing I clicked on is the advanced search option. 
9. How many documents are there on “teacher effectiveness” (keyword) and “agricultural education”? (keyword). 
10. How many documents were published in 2003 on “High Stakes Testing?” (keyword)

11. One of the articles from the previous search (2003) was written by Amrein and Berliner. They concluded that “adoption of high-stakes testing policies leads to increased ____________, __________ graduation rates, and ________ rates of younger individuals taking General Education Diploma (GED) equivalency exams.”
____ 12. How many articles on “advisory committees” (keywords, all fields) have been published in the Journal of Extension? (Be and sure to reset the dates from the previous search). Be careful on this one. 
____ 13. How many articles on “advisory committees” (keywords, all fields) have been published in The Agricultural Education Magazine? 

____ 14. You are interviewing for a job at Texas A&M. The person chairing the search committee is Alvin Larke, Jr.. You want to learn more about him. What does Alvin Larke, Jr. primarily write about? 
A. Minorities in Agriculture

B. Learning Styles

C. Community Economic Development

D. 4-H

E. Supervised Agricultural Experience programs

15. You want to impress the class instructor, so find one article written by him that you would like to read. Don’t just select the first article you find. Find one that you would really like to read. Use the proper APA style in listing it. (Hint, in ERIC search for names by putting the name in quotes and start with last name and then first – “Moore, Gary”)

16. How many documents have SAE or SOE in the title of the document? (SAE stands for Supervised Agriculture Experience and SOE stands for Supervised Occupational Experience—these two concepts are used in the operation of agricultural education programs)

17. How many documents have SAE or SOE as a keyword in the document?

18. How many documents have FFA and 4-H in the title?

19.  How many documents have FFA or 4-H in the title?

The following questions can be found by searching the Dissertation and theses database. To access this database, go to www.ncsu.edu and click on libraries at the top of the screen and then click on databases then click on the letter D and select Dissertations and theses. As usual I would start with the advanced search option.
20. How many doctoral dissertations have “North Carolina” in their title?

21. Where did James L. Flowers get his doctorate? What year? What was the title of his dissertation?
22. You are thinking about conducting a research study on “job satisfaction” and “extension”. How many dissertations have been written in this area? (search for index terms (keywords))

23. There was a letter to the editor in the Raleigh News and Observer on Sept. 15, 2003 urging that something be done about the unchecked growth of kudzu on the centennial campus of NCSU. How many doctoral dissertations have the word Kudzu in the title.
24. Which dissertation would probably be of the greatest value in attacking the kudzu problem? REALLY THINK ABOUT THIS!

25. Which dissertation would be of least value in attacking the kudzu problem? REALLY THINK ABOUT THIS!

26. You and a friend are discussing higher education in North Carolina. You maintain that Fayetteville State University awards the doctoral degree. Your friend says no. Which person is right? Provide evidence.

27. Barbara Joyce Dittrich has applied to be Head of the Department at English at NCSU. She claims to have a doctorate in English from Harvard. Another applicant is George Gordon Shuffelton and he claims to have a doctorate in English from Yale. Ralph Jerome Trexler has applied and claims to have a doctorate in English from Stanford. Which person would you hire? Why?

28. You are applying for a job with the USDA. You will be interviewing with Dr. Henry Bahn. You would like to take Dr. Bahn out to dinner after the interview. Would his dissertation research provide you any hints as to the type of restaurant you might want to select? 

29. Conduct a search on a topic in which you might like to conduct research. Identify one dissertation that you might want to look at as part of your review of the literature.

30. Assume that Jay Leno has started a new feature on his show. Instead of stupid things found in the newspaper, he is now going to feature stupid doctoral dissertations. Help him by identifying one doctoral dissertation that you think is stupid.

For the following questions use whichever source of information you think would be best!

31. You have to produce a research proposal as a class assignment. Enter one or two search terms that you might have an interest in and record the following information:

What term(s) did you enter?

How many hits did you get?

32. List three documents that you found that might be useful for your research proposal (using the proper APA style to list these documents)!

