AEE 578
Directions for the First Major Class Assignment

Writing a Research Proposal

For Students Writing a Thesis:

1. Select a topic that you might actually consider in writing a thesis. It is realized that you might changed topics later, but you will be ahead of the game if you pick a topic and actually stick with it. 

2. Before you start you might want to look at the research other students in this department have completed. Theses and dissertations are available online at http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/ETD-db/ETD-search/search. You could search by subject, name of the student, or name of the advisor. I would suggest you search by the name of the advisor you are considering to see what he or she requires of students. However, you should be aware we do not have a firmly established outline that students must follow, so there will be some variation from student to student. The thesis or dissertation is an expansion of the research proposal. You could also look at research articles in professional journals in your field. Most of these follow the outline of a research proposal. The primary difference between a research report and a proposal is the research report contains findings, conclusions, and recommendations and is written in past tense.
3. You might consider using the following outline for writing your research proposal

· Title and Author

· Brief Introduction – 3-4 paragraphs
· Purpose of the Study/Statement of the Problem – 1 or 2 paragraphs
· Research Questions and/or Research Hypotheses – as many as you have

· Justification or Need for the Study – You should tell what this study is needed. The best way to do this is to cite others. In this section you should incorporate a brief review of literature – this is typically 2-4 pages in length. 

· Theoretical Foundation – Identify the theory you are using to guide the research and briefly discuss--one paragraph to one page in length

· Procedures (2-5 pages):

· Identify the type of research and or research design. Why did you select this approach?

· Describe the population and sample. Justify the sample size. Tell how the sample will be selected.

· Describe the research instrument to be used. Where did it come from or how will it be developed? How will reliability and validity be determined? 
· Simply describe the procedural details. How will data be collected? When? If survey research, what is the plan for handling nonrespondents? 

· How will the data be analyzed?

· List of References

4. Refer to Chapter 25 in the text in writing the proposal. You can deviate from the above but most proposals will contain these items. Some proposals contain definitions.


For Students Who Are Not Writing a Thesis:

1. Assume you are an agriculture teacher, extension agent or some other agricultural leader in a local community.

2. Identify a need that exists in your community. It could be a need for a Farmers Market, Community Garden, Environmental Center, Arboretum, Livestock Facility, Greenhouse, Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Program, Nutrition Program for Obese Children, etc. If you are a full time graduate student you may have to engage in some creative thinking. However, please try to come up with a real world problem that you might encounter as an agricultural educator. 
3. Write a proposal using the “Components of a Proposal” headings found in the Foundation Center’s on-line short course. The URL for this page is: http://foundationcenter.org/getstarted/tutorials/shortcourse/components.html. 

4. Pay attention to the headings for each section and the recommended section lengths. Also carefully read the materials that describe each section. I will be looking for the points described in grading this assignment.  
5. I am aware that some funding agencies use a common application form. However, that is sort of like using a crutch. I want you to be able to write a proposal from scratch. 

