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AEE 578
Worksheet 2

The Research Problem

Section 1 – Multiple Choice – Application (24 points – 4 per item)
____ 1. What is the “Research Problem”?

A. A phrase applied to research studies that are poorly done

B. The focus of a specific research study

C. Finding money to conduct research

D. Finding time to conduct research

E. C and D combined

Joe Scatterscrew is an agriculture teacher. After taking the AEE 578 class, he decided that he wanted to be the nation’s top researcher/agriculture teacher. Following are descriptions of some of the research studies he has planned. Evaluate each research study in regards to the characteristics of good research questions (page 29 in the text) and determine if the proposed meets all four essential characteristics of a good research question. Pick the best answer.
___ 2. Joe teaches Agriscience Applications to freshman students. He has two classes, 1st and 2nd period. Both classes are somewhat unruly. So he has decided to serve hot chocolate to both classes to see if this will calm them down. However, he is going to add a mild tranquilizer to the hot chocolate for the 1st period class. So his research question is, “Does giving students a tranquilizer improve student behavior?”
A. This research question is not feasible.

B. This research question is not clear.

C. This research question is not significant.

D. This research question is not ethical.

E. There research question meets all four essentials for a quality research question. 

___ 3. Joe is having a hard time managing all the responsibilities associated with being an agriculture teacher. He would like to know how other agriculture teachers manager their time. So he decided to mail out a survey to all of the agriculture teachers in the United States to see how other agriculture teachers manage their time. So his research question is “How do agriculture teachers in the United States manage their time.”

A. This research question is not feasible.

B. This research question is not clear.

C. This research question is not significant.

D. This research question is not ethical.

E. There research question meets all four essentials for a quality research question. 

___ 4. Joe has often wondered why some students use pencils to take notes and other students use pens. So he decided to administer a survey to his students to find the answer to this question. So his research question is “Why do students choose to use pens or pencils in taking notes?”
A. This research question is not feasible.

B. This research question is not clear.

C. This research question is not significant.

D. This research question is not ethical.

E. There research question meets all four essentials for a quality research question. 

___5. Some teachers give students the last 5-10 minutes of the class period to work on homework. Others teach up till the bell sounds.  Joe wondered if giving students time to do homework at the end of class improved student grades. So he gave his 1st period agriscience students 5-10 minutes at the end of the class to work on homework and taught right up to the bill in his 2nd period agriscience class. His research question was “Do students who are given 5-10 minutes of time at the end of the class to work on homework make higher grades in the Agriscience class than students who are not give this time?”

A. This research question is not feasible.

B. This research question is not clear.

C. This research question is not significant.

D. This research question is not ethical.

E. There research question meets all four essentials for a quality research question. 

___6. Joe often wondered about whether his teaching made an impact on his students after they left school. So he decided to send out a survey to the graduates of the past 10 years. So his research question was “What happens to students when they leave school?”

A. This research question is not feasible.

B. This research question is not clear.

C. This research question is not significant.

D. This research question is not ethical.

E. There research question meets all four essentials for a quality research question. 
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“Of course, it's still a complete mystery as to how the ancients
even managed to MOVE these massive stones....”






Section II – Analysis (24 points – 4 points per cell
Go online to the Journal of Extension (http://www.joe.org/) or the Journal of Agricultural Education (http://jae.fp.expressacademic.org/) [to see the contents of the Journal of Agricultural Education use jaemember as the user name and 123jae as the password. The login button is down to the right and you will notice the tabs at the top are for current and past issues]. Peruse the articles then Identify the “research question: or the “research problem” from three of the articles and place that information in the table below.

	The Research Question/Problem
	The source (provide complete bibliographical information about the article. If you don’t know how to document the source-you need to figure that out. In agricultural and extension education we use the APA style. Just look at the references at the end of each article and then emulate that. )

	7.
	

	8.
	

	9. 
	


Section III – Synthesis (28 points – 7 points per entry)
Following are some phrases. Take the phrases and incorporate them into a research question. In other words, take the words and write a research question or you can write a hypothesis. You will have to add a good bit of verbiage. The research question should be in the form of a question (the hypothesis should be a directional statement) and should meet all of the essential characteristics of a good research question. (you might want to look at the last two slides in the PowerPoint for this week. These are hypothesis but could easily be converted to a question form.)

10. Class size and student achievement

11. Age and participation in Extension Community Associations (what used to be Extension Home Demonstration clubs)
12. Farm/urban backgrounds of students and participation in FFA activities

13. Job satisfaction and extension agent turnover

Section IV – Evaluation (24 points – 12 for each question)
Identify a problem worthy of study in your field that you might have in interest in researching and then write a “good” research question that matches the problem. 

14. What is the Problem? Describe it. 

15. State your Research Question.

