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Paul Henry Hanus: A Pioneer in
Vocational Education from Academia

Chi Zhang
University of Delawareof
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Vocational erlucation became a pan of the American public school system as a result of
the erlucation reform movement at the turn of this century. Paul H. Hanus, an erlucational
pioneer throughout life, was one of the those from academia who were responsible for this
achievement. As a founder of the Harvard Division of Education and chainnan of the
Commission on Industrial Education of Massachusetts from 1906 to 1909, Hanus had a great
vision of a modem school composerl of three classes of aims: vocational aims, social aims,
and culture aims. He believerl that vocational erlucation was not only the chief source of
personal usefulness and happiness but also the catalyst for all academic achievement Many
of his theories were transferrerl into practice in today's schools. As we are redirecting
education in the current reform, we can gain new insights from the philosophy of this
erlucational refonn pioneer wbo emphasized the importance of vocational erlucation to help
students apply their knowlerlge to the problems of real-life situations.

As school refonn movement swept across the new continent in the beginning of this
century, vocational education found champions among leaders in American education. A
group of refonn-minded educators assembled in Massachusetts and created the first state
system of vocational education in the nation. "The Massachusetts system, the first in the
nation, became a pilot-test or experiment for the rest of the nation. It is no coincidence that
the five persons who fashioned and implemented such a system had a noticeable influence in
fonnulating a national program of vocational education" (Greenwood, 1978, p. 159). The
five persons to whom Greenwood referred were David Snedden, Charles Prosser, Rufus
Stimson, Charles Allen, and Paul Hanus. The contributions of the first four were discussed in
a previous study published in this journal (Moore & Gaspard, 1987). Who, then, was Paul
Hanus? What contributions did he make to the early development of vocational education?

Paul Henry Hanus was known as a founder and professor of the Division of Education at
Harvard University. He served as the first chainnan of the Commission on Industrial
Education of Massachusetts in 1906 (Moore & Gaspard, 1987). In the history of American
education, he also was recognized as the pioneer of the school survey movement. Hanus
conducted a survey on the schools of Montclair in 1911, which was the fIrst of its kind in the
nation (Good, 1964).
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