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phrase may be cute, but it does not help promote

diversity in agricultural education. Diversity in
agricultural education means that all students from
all cultures and backgrounds are in agriculture class-
es and the FFA. When we understand and teach
about other cultures, our classes become more attrac-
tive to students of all cultures. For example, African-
American students could be more interested in the
FFA if they were aware of their heritage as it relates
to the FFA.

In the early days of agricultural education, schools
in the South were segregated with a separate youth
organization for black students—the New Farmers of
America (NFA). The NFA is an important part of
our heritage. On the occasion of the NFA and FFA
merger, Adolphus Pinson, the NFA president, stated,
“Please be reminded that the spirit of the New
Farmers of America does not die here today. Rather
we awake to the dawn of a new day. Together we
walk into the dawn as Future Farmers and toward a
fuller realization of our educational aim and purpos-
es.” Remembering the spirit of the NFA can help
agricultural education in its quest for greater diversi-
ty.

How much do you know about the NFA? To help
you learn more about the NFA, the following quiz
has been developed (the answers are found at the end
of the quiz). You may want to use this quiz with
your students.

“I gnorance is bliss.” Thomas Gray’s time-worn

The NFA

1. The student organization for African-
American agricultural students prior to school inte-
gration was the:

A. National Farmers of America
B. Nubian Farmers of America
C. Negro Farmers of America
D. New Farmers of America

2. The national NFA organization was started

A, 1928
B. 1929
C. 1932
D. 1935

3. The NFA was divided into:
A. Two sections
B. Three sections
C. Four sections

D. No sections were needed because the
organization was limited to the South
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4. The NFA degrees were:

A. Farm Hand, Improved Farmer, Modern
Farmer, Superior Farmer

B. Tenant Farmer, Farm Owner, Landlord

C. Greenhand, Chapter Farmer, State Farmer,
Dixie Farmer

D. There were no degrees in the NFA

5. The “Father” of the NFA was:
A. Booker T. Washington
B. George Washington Carver
C. George Washington Owens
D. Fred McClure

6. The NFA colors were:
A. National Blue and Corn Gold
B. Black and Cotton White
C. Black and Old Gold
D. Forest Green and Cotton White

7. The NFA emblem differed from the FFA
emblem in that it had:

A. A cross section of a cotton boll
B. A mule pulling the plow

C. The sun high in the sky

D. No eagle at the top

8. National NFA week was during the week
of April 5. This was because:

A. It marked the start of spring
B. The NFA was incorporated on April 5

C. The Emancipation Proclamation was
signed on April 5

D. Booker T. Washington was born on
April 5

9. The NFA conventions were generally held

A. Nashville, Tennessee

B. Atlanta, Georgia

C. Charlotte, North Carolina
D. Petersburg, Virginia

10. The NFA merged with the FFA in:
A. 1945
B. 1963
C. 1965
D. 1969
E. 1976 —

THE AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION MAGAZINE 25




The NFA Quiz - Answers

1. (D) New Farmers of America. The organization
had its roots in the New Farmers of Virginia which
was started in 1927.

2. (D) The NFA organization held regional meet-
ings as early as 1928. In 1935, the organizational
meeting for an official national association was held
at Tuskegee Institute.

3. (B) The NFA was divided into three sections.
The Washington section (named for Booker T.
Washington) consisted of North Carolina, South
Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, West
Virginia and New Jersey. The Almmot section was
composed of Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas. The section name
comes from the first letter of each state in the sec-
tion. The third section was the Sargent section and
was comprised of Alabama, Georgia, Florida,
Tennessee and Kentucky. This section was named
after Dr. H.O. Sargent, a white federal agricultural
education official responsible for supervising Negro
agricultural education programs in the South.

4. (A) There were 4 degrees in the NFA; Farm
hand, Improved Farmer, Modern Farmer, and
Superior Farmer.

5. (C) George Washington Owens, an agricultural
professor at Virginia State College, is considered the
founder of the NFA. He was instrumental in starting
the Future Farmers of Virginia and was active in
establishing the NFA.

6. (C) Black and Old Gold were the NFA colors.

7. (A) The NFA emblem was exactly like the FFA
emblem except it was black and gold and contained
a cross section of a cotton boll instead of the ear of
corn.

8. (D) NFA week was held during the week in
which Booker T. Washington was born, April 5. The
NFA treasurer was stationed at the picture of Booker
T. Washington.

9. (B) Atlanta, Georgia, was the home of NFA
conventions from 1949 to 1965. Prior to that, the
convention was rotated among the states.

10. (C) The last NFA convention was held in
Atlanta in October of 1965. The convention
adjourned and the NFA officers and choir headed
immediately for Kansas City for the FFA conven-
tion. An impressive ceremony was conducted in
which the NFA merged with the FFA.

Conclusion

While addressing the FFA convention in 1965,
Adolphus Pinson, the last NFA president, said,
“There is an established philosophy that in unity,
there is strength.” We can strive for unity in agricul-
tural education by remembering the NFA. This can
help African-American students feel a stronger bond
with agricultural education and the FFA. As teach-
ers, we should include the history of the NFA in our
curriculum. Ignorance is not bliss. =

Essential Elements of . . .

{continued from page 24)

experience. It takes hard work and creative
thinking on the teacher’s part to develop prob-
lems to teach the subject content and still relate
to as many students as possible
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No one has proposed that teachers of agricul-

ture teach all their subject content through the
problem-solving approach. However, if we are
going to prepare our students for a rapidly
changing agricultural industry, we must teach
them how to make decisions through problem-
solving skills. After all, there is no better way
to learn problem-solving skills than through
participating in problem-solving.
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Building the Case for . . .
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education from the high school level to the
middle school level is not appropriate. The
temptation to duplicate classes and activities
must be avoided. Middle school-aged students
are different from high school students, and
those differences must be addressed in agricul-
ture programs, if those programs are to be suc-
cessful.
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