NORTH CAROLINA 4-H

DAIRY JUDGING CONTEST RULES



GENERAL:

One statewide 4-H Dairy Judging Contest will be held each year. Each county may enter an unlimited number of senior and/or junior teams. Counties must designate teams by age categories: Senior or Junior Division. A county team shall consist of four members. Multi-County teams that are composed of youth from different counties may be entered as a ‘county team’. However, the team name must list the counties represented in which the youths reside. The intent of the ‘Multi-County team’ designation is to provide youth with activities that are not otherwise available in their area. All four members judge in the contest; the one with the lowest score will be declared the alternate and that score will not be counted. A county with only three members may enter the team competition, all scores will be counted. If a county has less than three participants, they may compete on an individual basis. If a county has more than four individuals in either division, additional contestants may compete as individuals. 
  

CONTESTANTS AND ELIGIBILITY:

General:

Any youth, age 9 to 19 and currently enrolled in 4-H may participate. It is the responsibility of each team coach to verify age and 4-H membership status. 
Junior Division:

Individuals aged 9 to 13 as of January 1 of the current year and currently enrolled in 4-H may compete as juniors. If they have turned 14 as of January 1 of the current year, they must compete in the senior division. Junior division contestants will present one set of oral reasons. 

Senior Division:

Individuals aged 14 to 19 as of January 1 of the current year and currently enrolled in 4-H may participate in the senior division contest. Senior division contestants will be required to present two sets of oral reasons. Contestants must decide in advance of the contest whether they will compete in the junior or senior division. If a contestant who is eligible to be in the junior division elects to compete as part of a senior county team, then all senior division rules apply. Note: Individuals must be at least 14 years of age and currently enrolled in 4-H to be considered for a position on the state team. 

Individuals who have participated in the National 4-H Dairy Judging Contest, as team members or as alternates, are not eligible to compete in 4-H Dairy Judging activities in North Carolina. 
  

CONTEST REGULATIONS:

1. Contestants should provide their own clipboard and pencils for use in taking notes. All cards and note paper will be provided. No other materials will be allowed in the contest. 

2. A minimum of six and a maximum of ten classes will be used. Breeds will be used as available.  Oral reasons will be required. 

3. Numbers will be used to identify animals. Numbering will be from left to right standing behind the animals or may be placed on the leaders of the animals. 

4. There will be no communication among contestants during the contest. 

5. Contestants will be allowed 12 minutes for placing each class. Eight additional minutes will be allowed for taking notes on classes designated for oral reasons. 

6. Two minutes will be allowed for giving each set of oral reasons. 

7. The use of notes while giving oral reasons is not allowed. 
  

DETERMINATION OF RATINGS:

1. Fifty points shall be allowed for placing each class. The Hormel System will be used to grade placings. 

2. Fifty points shall be allowed for each set of reasons. Junior division contestants will give one set of reasons. Senior division contestants will give two sets of reasons. 

3. A county team score will be the total score of the top three individuals on the team. The fourth or lowest scoring individual will be the alternate. 

4. Team alternates will be considered in the individual rankings. 

5. Ties in scores will be broken by considering total reasons scores first and then cow placings. 
  

AWARDS:

Wall plaques will be awarded to high scoring team members and their coach for high overall score and for high team reasons score in the senior division and for high overall score in the junior division. The individuals with high overall score in both divisions as well as the individual with high reasons score in the senior division will receive a wall plaque. 
  

SELECTION OF STATE 4-H DAIRY CATTLE JUDGING TEAM MEMBERS:
1. North Carolina uses the ‘all-star’ method for selection of the two State 4-H Dairy Cattle Judging Teams. The top 20 eligible individuals in the senior division of the state contest will make up the finalists and will be invited to try out for the two state teams. A finalist must be at least 14 years of age as of January 1 of the current year. 

2. The finalists will be expected to make a decision in consultation with their parents, coach and Extension Agent whether or not to participate in further training sessions. Finalists must also decide if they would like to be considered for the State Team or Alternate State Team or both. This will require a signed commitment on the part of the youth, parents, coach and Extension Agent to be sent to the State Extension Dairy Specialist. 

3. The State Team and Alternate State Team will be selected by the State Extension Dairy Specialist and assistant coaches. Selections will be based primarily on the performance of each finalist at the state contest and during several days of intensive training using a weighted scoring system. Youth age and previous experience as a member of the Alternate State Team will also be considered when selecting the members of the State Team. Members of both teams will be announced before September 1. The State Team will compete at the regional contest in Harrisburg, PA and at the national contest held at the World Dairy Expo in Madison, WI. The Alternate State Team will compete at the North American contest in Louisville, KY. 

SELECTION OF ASSISTANT COACHES FOR THE TWO STATE JUDGING TEAMS:
1. The head coach of the first place team and the head coach of the second place team in the senior division at the state contest will be asked to serve as assistant coaches to help the State Extension Dairy Specialist with training and selecting the two state teams. One coach will have the opportunity to travel with the State Team and one coach with the Alternate State Team to contests. In the event that they cannot make the time commitment to serve as assistant coaches or to travel with the teams, the State Extension Dairy Specialist will ask other qualified individuals to take their place. 

Each year, the State Extension Dairy Specialist will designate an Extension Agent to serve as the Lead Coach to assist the State Extension Dairy Specialist with training and selecting the two state teams, and to travel with the State Team and Alternate State Team to contests.
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Professor and Extension Dairy Specialist 
