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The Horticultural Science department has been 
dealing with a number of significant building 
issues in our beloved Kilgore Hall. Now a 
senior citizen in her mid 50's, Kilgore Hall has 
reached the age when things start to break 
down, wear out, or just look shabby. Just this 
past year alone we've dealt with a major hot 
water line break, leaking roof and drains, water 
filtering in around windows, wall tiles cracking 
(with sections falling off), and even a smoking 
electrical outlet and extraction fan. We are 
doing our best to keep her patched and 
functioning. 
 
Another significant problem in Kilgore Hall is 
the lack of laboratory space. Research has 
changed significantly over the last 50 years and 
our faculty need modern labs for their work. 
When new faculty are hired, they have to share 
laboratories with others. For now, we count on 
the quality, depth and reputation of our research, 
teaching, and extension programs to attract new 
faculty, not our building and its facilities. 
 
Over the next few years we will continue to 
encourage CALS and the University to invest in 
repair and renovation for our building. This is 
important for the morale of our faculty, staff and 
students, and for environmental and health 
reasons. Nearly all the ceilings and floor tiles in 
Kilgore Hall are made of asbestos, now 50 years 
old and cracking; the ceiling lights in most 
rooms are original installations with poor 
illumination. New energy-efficient light fixtures 
would pay for themselves in a few years. 
Bathrooms and plumbing throughout the 
building are in bad shape. We also need to 
continue renovation and upgrades of other labs, 
offices, and public spaces. As we look across 

campus and see new buildings and large scale 
renovation projects underway, our question is 
"When is it our turn?" 
 
There is some relief in progress. With support 
from Dr. Steve Leath, Associate Dean of 
Research in CALS, we are planning to renovate 
three labs in Kilgore Hall with the expectation 
that upon completion they will be functional for 
molecular research.  Bryon Sosinski, Molecular 
Geneticist, and Craig Yencho, Sweetpotato 
Breeder, will share one of these labs. Bryon and 
Craig work together on collaborative projects 
and co-advise several graduate students. This 
lab will give them the space they need for their 
growing programs. In the future, it will also 
provide the DNA-marker-assisted selection 
capabilities for other breeding programs in our 
department. 
 
With Bryon and Craig moving into the largest 
lab, John Williamson, Molecular Biologist, and 
Sara Spayd, Viticulturist, will move into Craig's 
old lab. This lab also needs significant upgrades 
and repairs. The Department's tissue culture lab, 
under the direction of Frank Blazich, will also 
be upgraded to handle a greater volume of work.  
 
In the area of teaching, we are renovating Will 
Hookers' Landscape Design studio. Dr. Ken 
Esbenshade, Associate Dean for Academic 
Programs, provided the funding for this 
remodeling project. The studio is being 
upgraded with a new ceiling, lights and floor, 
and the walls are being patched and painted. 
The new studio will go a long way towards 
providing a more comfortable, safe, and 
attractive learning facility. 
 
 

 
 
 




