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NEWS FROM THE DEPARTMENT HEAD 

Julia Kornegay 
 

Our time has come! For the first time, specialty 
crops--which include fruits, tree nuts, 
vegetables, melons, sweetpotatoes, potatoes, 
nursery and floricultural crops, among others--is 
targeted to receive specific and significant 
funding in the 2007 USDA Farm Bill 
(www.usda.gov/farmbill), which was recently 
unveiled by Mike Johanns, the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 
 
Until now, the 'program' crops, such as corn, 
soybeans, cotton, wheat, and rice had been 
favored in previous Farm Bills, primarily 
through price supports, marketing quotas, 
acreage allotments, and other direct support 
programs. Very little funding was made 
available for horticultural crops. But times have 
changed! 
 
Today, the U.S. specialty crop industry is a 
major contributor to the U.S. agricultural 
economy. Specialty crops accounted for 10 
million harvested cropland acres in 2004. The 
value of total U.S. specialty crops ($49 billion in 
sales) now exceeds the combined value of the 
five major program crops ($45.8 billion in 
sales).  
  
Some of the highlights of the 2007 Farm Bill, 
would include: $1 billion for a new Specialty 
Crops Research Initiative (over a 10 year 
period); an additional $10 million in mandatory 
funding to be available for organic research; 
$3.25 billion to support specialty crop producers 
through the purchase of fruits and vegetables to 
enhance nutrition in food assistance programs, 
including school meals; $20 million for 
international sanitary and phytosanitary issues; 
$1.6 billion in new funding for renewable 
energy research, development and production; 
and $7.8 billion increase in conservation 

funding. At the same time, the plan would end 
commodity program subsidies to wealthy 
producers and reduce the number of commodity 
crop subsidies. Through these adjustments, the 
new 2007 Farm Bill actually proposes to spend 
$10 billion less than the cost of 2002 Farm Bill 
over the last five years! The Bill also proposes 
to consolidate USDA's Agricultural Research 
Service (ARS) and the Cooperative State 
Research, Education, and Extension Service 
(CSREES) into a single agency named the 
Research, Education, and Extension Service 
(REES), which will coordinate both intramural 
and extramural research, extension, and 
education programs. 
 
The Specialty Crops Research Initiative 
would have the following objectives: 
- Conduct fundamental work in plant breeding, 
genetics, and genomics to improve crop 
characteristics such as product appearance, 
environmental responses and tolerances, 
nutrient management, pest and disease 
management, enhanced phytonutrient content, 
as well as safety, quality, yield, taste, and shelf 
life. 
- Continue efforts to identify threats from 
invasive species such as Citrus Greening and 
Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter. 
- Optimize production by developing more 
technologically efficient and effective 
application of water, nutrients, and pesticides to 
reduce energy use and improve production 
efficiency. 
- Develop new innovations and technology to 
enhance mechanization thus reducing reliance 
on labor. 
- Improve production efficiency, productivity, 
and profitability over the long term. 
 
The Horticultural Science Department is well 
poised to provide regional and national 
leadership in the new focus areas. Our Specialty 
Crops Programs, in collaboration with NCDA, 




