Plant Pathology Degrees, Course Requirements, and Plans of Work (rev. August 2003, updated March 2005) 1/
Master of Plant Pathology: This is a non-thesis graduate degree. A minimum of 36 credit hours is required, which includes the core curriculum. Credit hours of PP695 Master’s Thesis Research CANNOT be included in the plan of work, however, a maximum of six (6) credit hours of PP693 Master’s Supervised Research may be included.

Master of Science: A core curriculum for the M.S. degree was adopted in 2003. The core curriculum includes a minimum of 12 credit hours in plant pathology. The core courses should be supplemented with a minimum of 18 credit hours in courses that support the focus field of study to meet the Graduate School's requirement of a minimum of 30 credit hours for the Master of Science degree. The Graduate School requires at least 20 credit hours be 500 or higher level courses. A maximum of six (6) credit hours in PP695 Master’s Thesis Research can be included in the plan of work. 

 Core Courses 1/



Title





 Semester Credit Hours

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________
PP501


Phytopathology I
 Pathogen Biology - Fall




3 

PP502


Plant Disease: Methods & Diagnosis - Fall




2

PP506


Epidemiology & Control of Plant Diseases - Spring



3

PP707


Plant-Microbe Interactions/Concepts - Spring



3

PP601*/801

Seminar in Plant Pathology – Fall/Spring




1

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
 TOTAL:









            12 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
* Master’s students present a seminar in at least one “Master’s Symposium”, which is offered each fall semester as PP601 Master’s Seminar.
Teaching Assistant Requirement – M.S. and Ph.D.: Master’s students are expected to assist in one (1) course and Ph.D. students in two (2) courses during their tenure as a graduate student. This should be included in their plan of work and by registering for 1 to 3 credits of PP685/PP885 Supervised Teaching. 

Doctor of Philosophy: Students entering the Ph.D. degree program are expected to take the core curriculum outlined for the Master of Science degree or have had the equivalent at another institution. In addition to completing the core curriculum, Ph.D. students must include PP530 Ethics or the equivalent from another program on the NCSU campus, at least two 700-level Plant Pathology courses and 2 credit hours of PP801 Doctoral Seminar in Plant Pathology. One credit of PP801 is for the dissertation proposal seminar and the second credit is for the dissertation research update seminar. Ph.D. students must complete 72 credit hours; this may include a maximum of 18 credits from a previous master’s degree or up to 36 credits if the M.S. was obtained at NCSU with no break in semesters between the M.S. and start of the Ph.D. program having occurred.
For both the Master and Ph.D. programs, continuous registration is required. See the Graduate Administrative Handbook (http://www.fis.ncsu.edu/grad_publicns/handbook/) for other Graduate School caveats.

Plant Pathology Minors – M.S. and Ph.D.: A minimum of nine (9) letter-grade credit hours (i.e., 500 or 700 level) in Plant Pathology courses. A minimum of 6 credit hours must be from the core curriculum. 

Other guidelines: This outline serves as a guide to students and advisors setting up major and minor programs in Plant Pathology. In some cases where circumstances dictate, substitutions with justification may be recommended by the Advisory Committee for approval by the Department Head or Director of Graduate Programs. 

The Advisory Committee should be appointed and preliminary plans of course work and the thesis/dissertation research project developed before the start of the third semester in residence for Masters and before the start of the fourth semester for Ph.D. degree programs. The formal plan of work must be submitted to the Director of Graduate Programs for approval. The Advisory Committee membership must be submitted to the Director of Graduate Programs and approved by the Department Head prior to the first Advisory Committee meeting.
Forms for both the M.S. and Ph.D. plans of work are located at: http://www.fis.ncsu.edu/grad_publicns/handbook/. Click on Appendix then Forms. Select the appropriate form.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1/ Approved by the Plant Pathology Faculty, August 2003.
