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Pencil Your Calendars! 
 

What: Jefferson Scholar Reunion  
When: Next fall semester.   

Why: To see old friends and meet the current Jeffersons 
 

More details are coming soon 

2007-2008 Officers and Committee Chairs 
 

Officers 
President: Madison Roberts 

 
Vice President: Alex Hanes 

 
Secretary: Erin Wissink 

 
Treasurer: Chris San Miguel 

 
Historians:  
Lauren Forbes 

Kirsten Simmons 
 

First-Year Class Representative: Sindhu Ravishankar 
 

Agri-Life and CHASS Council Representatives: 
Bonnie Merrell 
Kristen Gossett 

Lisa Whalen 
 

Service Chair: Ben Cook 
 

Social Chair: Catherine Stuart 
 

Fundraising Chair: Mary Wilson 
 

Technology Chair: Thomas Cox 
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A Letter from the President 

Madison Roberts 
 

If I had to sum up this year in the life of the Thomas Jefferson Scholars in just one word, Iõd have to go with òenthusiastic.ó  Attendance is 
higher than any year I remember, and more and more upper classmen are staying heavily involved in the program.  If we ever need volunteers 
for a committee (from t-shirts to the First Annual Egg Hunt), thereõs no shortage of willing participants. 
 
The best part is that Jeffersons donõt limit their enthusiasm just to our program. Weõre interning, spearheading service projects, and leaders in 
other organizations.  I feel like this year the Jefferson Scholars are really making an effort to be visible on campus.  We made a fantastic 
showing at events like the Habitat for Humanity fundraiser òShack-a-thonó and the Agri-Life Councilõs first-ever Masquerade Ball.  Weõre also 
sporting new t-shirts designed by one of our own for the first time since 2004. 
 
Because of the friendships we build, more and more Jeffersons network together in real life and on-line, sharing activities and encouragement 
with one another.  Official and unofficial social events abound, from dinners together before meetings to nights filled with world domination in 
the board game Risk. 
 
I feel confident that this yearõs enthusiasm will last not just for the current classes of Jeffersons but also infect our new members next fall. 
 
Hereõs to the Jefferson Scholars of 2007-2008 for a phenomenal year!  



 

Member Spotlights 
 

Shevon Barnes  (1st year, 

Animal Science and Arts  

Applications) is a member of 

the University Scholars  

Program and participated in 

an alternative fall break trip 

to Asheville. 

 

 

Delores Cisneros  (1st year, 

Zoology and English) is a 

Lab Assistant for Dr. Craig 

Sullivan in the Zoology  

Department and is the  

secretary for the Wood Hall 

Council. 

 

 

Sarah Collman  (1st year, 

Biology) is a member of 

Sigma Kappa. 

 

 

Stephanie Conner  (1st year, 

Environmental Science and 

Psychology) led a leadership 

camp last summer for high 

school students and is  

traveling to Philadelphia over 

spring break to work with  

inner-city missions. 

 

 

Trisha Gooding  (1st year, 

Zoology and Psychology) is 

a co-leader for a local Girl 

Scout Troop in Raleigh. 
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Jeffersons Bond and Dominate the World! 
by Brian Parham, and Ben Cook 

 
 
The Fall Trip can be summed up in three words: Fellowship, Beach and Risk.  This year, many of 
the freshmen were available to come out and bond with the Jeffersons, truly becoming a part of 

the group. We travelled down to Wilmington, North Caro-
lina where we stayed with the most gracious of hosts, the 
parents of fellow Jefferson, Madison Roberts. Fellowship 
time included ice breaker games where we all learned 
unique things about our fellow Jeffersons. After roasting 
marshmallows and making smores, the sounds of card 
games, pool, and chattering people filled the house. Then, 
world domination ensued. About half of the group started 
playing a romp-roaring game of Risk which continued on 
into the night. One of the most memorable aspects of the 

global war was when Mary staged an uprising out of Quebec and conquered the world. Her unex-
pected uprising is still baffling us. 
 
The next day, we visited the Fort Fisher Fort and Aquarium, where we were able to pet sea tur-
tles and sea urchins, see sharks and 
a gigantic skeleton of a whale. 
There were even glowing jellyfish 
that floated around doing jellyfish 
activities. As exciting as those ex-
hibits were, though, nothing could 
top off the alligator feeding.  At the 
fort we saw an electronic reenact-
ment of a civil war battle and got to 
marvel at several giant cannons. 
After the aquarium and fort, we 
were all a bit tired so we grabbed 
some lunch at a quaint Oceanside 
restaurant where some great sea-
food was shelled out by the chef. 
Then we got ice cream at the pier 
and enjoyed some rest and Frisbee on the beach. We had a grand time enjoying the pleasures of 
North Carolinaõs coast, even if we did lose a Frisbee or two. 
 
Dinner was a delectable Italian staple of spaghetti and meatballs that was prepared by several of 

the Jeffersons. It was delicious. The second night was quite 
similar to the first, with everyone enjoying themselves and 
getting to know each other. We played pool, cards and some 
people even stayed up until three in the morning playing 
Risk again. The next morning we woke up and Madison took 
some of us to see one the only endemic populations of Venus 
fly traps in the world. They were a little on the small side 
due to the drought, but that did not diminish from the gran-
deur the carnivorous plants provided. We left our beach 
retreat with fond memories and wonderful new friendships 

with our Jefferson compatriots, and a couple Krispy Kreme donuts to sweeten the ride home. 

 

From the Faculty Perspective 
Dr. William Kimler  

 
You donõt need to be told that being a Jefferson Scholar was a great experience, but let me tell you about its pleasures for a professor.  On a 
big and ever-growing campus, I get to know well a few dozen of the best students.  I mean know them as great people, not just grades and 
resumés.  And I get to teach in the true manner.  What a great atmosphere to engage with a group that has known each other, and me, out-
side the classroom.  Iõve always thought that knowledge should transcend many fields, and Jeffersons are as diverse and talented as 
ever.  Creativity may come with the oddest of connections, and believe me, the Jeffersons continue to surprise and delight me with their 
interests and of course their oddities. 
 
So what do we faculty in the Program do in return?  We have committed to the small, special classes.  John Riddle has retired from the first
-year course (but never fear, he and Gerry Elkan continue to be part of us).  Now we have Bob Beckmannõs ethnobotany class for the first 
year, and Risa Ellovich with cultural anthropology for sophomores.  Iõm still teaching history of biology in the third year.   Itõs expensive to 
set aside these teachers for small classes, but we know their value for the Jeffersons.  
 
In fact, much of what weõve learned came from your experiences and what you taught us. So we try to encourage real input from the Jeffer-
sons.  The officers council, already a strong tradition, has added a first-year representative.  Officers meet regularly with the faculty and 
the  CALS Deanõs office.  Gerry Luginbuhl, from Microbiology, is now an Assistant Director in Academic Programs, committed to working 
with and supporting the Jeffersons.  Sheõs a great addition, especially since Ken Esbenshade, Associate Dean for Academic Programs, is just 
as interested and involved in our well-being as ever.  Still, students do much of the planning of activities and service, as it should be. 
       
Over the years, Iõve learned what great mentors the Jeffersons are to each other.  We continue to try to make the social fellowship and the 
academic experience all come together.  It mostly works because the Jeffersons remain diversely talented, socially concerned, and full of 
ideas and energy.  We keep trying to find that same kind of student as you were.  May we keep fostering the wonderful spirit that defines 
the Jefferson Scholars. 
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