GASTON COUNTY
VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT &
ENHANCED VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT ORDINANCE

ARTICLEI
TITLE

An ordinance of the Board of County Commissioners of GASTON COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, entitled,
"VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT & ENHANCED VOLUNTARY DISTRICT
ORDINANCE."

ARTICLE 11
AUTHORITY

The articles and sections of this Ordinance are adopted pursuant to authority conferred by the North Carolina
General Statutes sections 106-735 through 106-744 and Chapter 153A.

ARTICLE T
PURPOSE -

The purpose of this ordinance is to promote agricultural values and the general welfare of the county and more
specifically, increase identity and pride in the agricultural community and its way of life; encourage the
economic and financial health of agriculture; and increase protection from non-farm development and other
negative impacts on properly managed farms.

This ordinance provides for the establishment of both Voluntary Agricultural Districts and Enhanced Voluntary
Agricultural Districts. This ordinance replaces the Gaston County “Voluntary Agricultural District Ordinance”
that was adopted on July 22, 2004. This new ordinance was adopted to include the requirements for the
Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District. The Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District was created in the
General Assembly of North Carolina’s Session Law 2005-390 approved on September 13, 2005.

The requirements for qualifying as a Voluntary Agricultural District under this ordinance are the same as in the
previous ordinance. Property owners with land currently classified as a Voluntary Agricultural District do not
have to meet any additional requirements or take any action to maintain their classification. However, these
property owners can elect to upgrade their property to an Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District, if they
choose to do so, and if they meet the requirements for the enhanced district.

ARTICLE IV
DEFINITIONS

The following are defined for purposes of this Ordinance:

Advisory Board: Gaston County Agricultural Advisory Board.

Board of Commissioners: Gaston County Board of Commissioners

Chairperson: Chairperson of the Gaston County Agricultural Advisory Board.

Conservation Agreement; Means a right, whether or not stated in the form of a restriction, reservation,

easement, covenant or condition, in any deed, will or other instrument executed by
or on behalf of the owner of land or improvement thereon or in any order of taking,
appropriate to retaining land or water areas predominantly in their natural, scenic or
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open condition or in agricultural, horticultural, farming or forest use, to forbid or
limit any or all:

i) construction or placing of buildings, roads, signs, billboards or other advertising,
utilities or other structures on or above the ground,

(i) dumping or placing of soil or other substance or material as landfill, or dumping of
placing of trash, waste or unsightly or offensive materials,

(iii) removal or destruction of trees, shrubs or other vegetation,

(iv) excavation, dredging or removal of lam, peat, gravel, soil, rock or other mineral
substance in such manner as to affect the surface,

) surface use except for agricultural, farming, forest or outdoor recreational purposes
or purposes permitting the land or water area to remain predominantly in its natural
condition,

{vi) activities detrimental to drainage, flood control, water conservation, erosion control
or soil conservation, or other acts or uses detrimental to such retention of land or

water areas.
District: Voluntary Agricultural District as established by this ordinance.
Enhanced
District: Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District as established by this ordinance.
S&WCDB;: Gaston County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors
ARTICLE V
AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD
Creation

The Board of Commissioners shall establish an Agricultural Advisory Board to implement the provisions of
this program.

Membership

The Gaston County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors and the Chairman or his
designee from the Gaston County Quality of Natural Resources Commission (QNRC) will serve as the
Advisory Board..

Funding
The per diem compensation, if any, of the members of the Advisory Board may be fixed by the Board of

Commissioners and funds may be appropriated to the Advisory Board through the QNRC budget to perform its
duties.

Advisory Board Procedure
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