


















Application for Participation In 
The Guilford County   

Voluntary Agricultural District 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
 
 

The application on Page 2 is to be completed and mailed to:  Guilford Soil & Water Conservation 
District, 3309 Burlington Road, Greensboro, NC 27405.  For questions call 375-5401, ext. 3. 
 
After your application is approved by the Voluntary Agricultural District Advisory Board and the 
County Commissioners, you will be notified when you need to sign the Conservation Agreement 
and the Notice of Participation.  Samples of these two documents are included with this application 
on Page 1. 
 
After the documents are signed by the landowner(s), the new Agricultural District farm will be 
identified on a county map and the Notice of Participation will be recorded with the Guilford County 
Register of Deeds. 
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SAMPLE 
 

CONSERVATION AGREEMENT 
 

 
Having been certified by the Agricultural Advisory Board and approved by the 
Guilford County Board of Commissioners, I/we agree to sustain, promote and 
encourage agriculture in this voluntary agricultural district, support protection against 
nuisance suits, undesired non-farm development and other negative impacts on 
participating farms. 
 
I/we agree to voluntarily preserve and protect the conservation values of my/our 
property more completely described on the attachments hereto by prohibiting non-
farm use of the property for a period of 10 years from the date of signing of this 
Agreement, except for the creation of not more than three (3) lots that meet applicable 
zoning and or subdivision regulations. 
 
This Agreement may be revoked by written notice to the Agricultural Districts 
Advisory Board, or the Board of Commissioners may revoke the Agreement based on 
non-compliance by the Landowner.  
 

***************************************  
 

SAMPLE 
         

NORTH CAROLINA 
       NOTICE OF PARTICIPATION IN 

GUILFORD COUNTY    VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 
 
WHEREAS, following proper application by the undersigned Owners, the property 

described on Attachment A (Application) and Attachment B (Conservation Agreement) owned 

by the undersigned has been approved as part of a Voluntary Agricultural District by the 

Guilford County Board of  Commissioners by action duly taken in public meeting on the 

______ day of _________,  20____ , as provided in N.C. Gen.  Stat. 106-735 et. seq. and Section 

15-57 et. seq. of the Guilford County Code of Ordinances.  The Conservation Agreement is 

subject to revocation as set out in these application laws. 



 
 

Application for Participation In The Guilford County Voluntary Agricultural District   
(Chapter 15, Article III - Guilford County Code and N.C.G.S. 106-735 et seq.) 

 
A. APPLICANT INFORMATION
 
Name (s):  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Full Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone: (day) ______________________     (evening) _____________________________ 
 
B.        PROPERTY INFORMATION

 PARCEL #1 PARCEL #2 PARCEL #3 
Parcel Identification Number 
* (ex. 01-23-4567-890-00) 

   

USDA Tract Number **    
Property Address 
 

   

Township    
Number of Acres    
Current Land Use (Enter 
number of acres in production 
and what is being produced 
for each parcel) 

   

Is this property currently in 
present-use-valuation (land 
use) taxation program (G.S. 
105-277.2 through 105-277.7) 
through the Guilford County 
Tax Dept? *** 

 
 
___________(Y/N) 

 
 
___________(Y/N) 

 
 
___________(Y/N) 

How many years has this tract 
been actively used in 
agriculture, horticulture or 
forestry (as defined by NCGS 
105-277.2)? 

 
 
___________ Years 

 
 
___________ Years 

 
 
___________ Years 

Has this parcel generated at 
least $1,000 in gross income 
for the last three years? 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

On annually planted cropland 
are you following a soil 
conservation plan on highly 
erodible land (HEL)? 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

If not, are you willing to 
develop and follow a plan 
with NRCS on these HEL 
fields? 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

Have you or a family member 
owned this parcel for the last 
4 years prior to this year? 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 



 
 PARCEL #1 PARCEL #2 PARCEL #3 
Parcel Identification Number * 
(ex. 01-23-4567-890-00) 

   

USDA Tract Number **    
Property Address 
 

   

Township    
Number of Acres    
Current Land Use (Enter number 
of acres in production and what 
is being produced for each 
parcel) 

   

Is this property currently in 
present-use-valuation (land use) 
taxation program (G.S. 105-
277.2 through 105-277.7) 
through the Guilford County Tax 
Dept? *** 

 
 
___________(Y/N) 

 
 
___________(Y/N) 

 
 
___________(Y/N) 

How many years has this tract 
been actively used in agriculture, 
horticulture or forestry (as 
defined by NCGS 105-277.2)? 

 
 
___________ Years 

 
 
___________ Years 

 
 
___________ Years 

Has this parcel generated at least 
$1,000 in gross income for the 
last three years? 

___________(Y/N) ___________(Y/N) ___________(Y/N) 

On annually planted cropland are 
you following a soil conservation 
plan on highly erodible land 
(HEL)? 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

If not, are you willing to develop 
and follow a plan with NRCS on 
these HEL fields? 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

Have you or a family member 
owned this parcel for the last 4 
years prior to this year? 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
___________(Y/N) 

 
*  Found on tax bill or Guilford County GIS site (www.co.guilford.nc.us) 
**   Found at Farm Service Agency or Soil and Water Conservation District Office 
***  If property is not in the present-use-valuation (land use) taxation program, applicant may complete an 

application at the Guilford County Tax Dept. to determine if the property meets the qualifications for the 
present-use-valuation (land use) taxation program. 

 

 

This certification is given at the request of the Voluntary Agricultural District based upon the information provided 
and does not automatically qualify as a pre-approval of the farm use taxation status.  In order to be approved for 
farm use taxation status, the individual must complete an application and meet the statutory requirements of the 

Signature of Owners/Applicants: _________________________________ Date: _____________ 
 

_________________________________ Date:_____________ 
 
Mail to: Guilford Soil & Water Conservation District 

Attention: Voluntary Agricultural Districts 
3309 Burlington Road, Greensboro, NC 27405-7605 

 

 
 

http://www.co.guilford.nc.us/


Applicant Name ______________________________
Address  ____________________________________

GUILFORD COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS’ ADVISORY BOARD

 Staff Checklist

NATURAL RESOURCES    Date: _____________________
CONSERVATION SERVICE Reviewed by: ______________________

A. At least 2/3 of the land in the submitted farm is composed of soils that:

1.  Are best suited for food, fiber, forage, timber & oil seed crops.
______ Yes  ______ No

2.  Have good soil qualities: ______ Yes   ______ No

3.  Favorable for all major crops grown in County: _____ Yes   _____ No

4.  Have a favorable growing season: _____ Yes   _____ No

5.  Receive the available moisture needed to produce high yields, (8 out of 10 years):
_____ Yes   ______ No

B. or  at least 2/3 of the land has been actively used in agricultural, horticultural, or forestry operations     
          during each of the past 5 years according to G.S. 105-277.2 (1, 2, and 3):

_____ Yes    ______ No

C. 1.  Highly Erodible Land (HEL) exists on the farm: ______ Yes ______ No

2.  Is managed (if HEL) in accordance with NRCS erosion control practices:
_____ Yes   ______ No

GUILFORD COUNTY  Date:  _____________________
TAX DEPARTMENT  Reviewed by:  _____________________

A. Is participating in the Farm Present-Use Value taxation program established by G.S. 105-277.2 
through G.S. 105-277.7.   ______ Yes   ______ No

B. or Is otherwise determined by the county to meet all the qualifications of this program as set forth     
           in G.S. 105-277.3.       ______ Yes   ______ No

Approval: _______________________________________________
Voluntary Agricultural District Advisory Board Chairman



APPLICATION PROCEDURE

  1. Application completed and sent to Guilford Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD).

  2. Checklist attached and NRCS reviews.
  3. Send to Guilford County Tax Department.
  4. Tax Department reviews and sends to SWCD District Secretary.
  5. SWCD District Secretary sends Application to Agricultural

Districts Advisory Board (ADAB).
6. ADAB approves and sends to the Guilford County Board of

Commissioners for approval.
7. Board of Commissioners approves Voluntary Agricultural  

District (VAD).
8.  The Chairman of the Board of Commissioners signs the                

 Conservation Agreement and sends it back to the SWCD District 
  Secretary.

9.   The SWCD Secretary sends the letter to the new VAD applicant.
10. VAD applicant comes to the SWCD Office; signs the

Conservation Agreement and the Notice of Participation and
picks up mailbox sign.

11. The SWCD Secretary sends copy of Application, Conservation
Agreement and the Notice of Participation to the County  
Planning Department.

12. The Planning Department will map and register the VAD with the
Register of  Deeds.

13. The SWCD Secretary maintains all original documents for the 
VAD Board.



Why Have Agricultural Districts?

The State of North Carolina passed the Farmland
Preservation Enabling Act in 1985, authorizing
counties to establish farmland preservation programs,
including agricultural districts.  In 2000, Guilford
County adopted a Voluntary Farmland Preservation
Program Ordinance, creating the Agricultural
Districts Advisory Board (ADAB) and procedures for
establishing Voluntary Agricultural Districts.  The
purpose of the ordinance is to promote the
preservation of farmland in Guilford County so that
development and growth will be accompanied by
protection of farms from non–farm development and
other negative impacts on properly managed farms,
recognizing the importance of agriculture to the
economic and cultural life of the county.

What is the Agricultural Districts Advisory Board?

The Agricultural Districts Advisory Board is
composed of a number of County residents, which
includes farmers representing newly-formed
Agricultural Districts.  ADAB members are
appointed by the Board of County Commissioners.
The ADAB reviews and approves applications to the
Agricultural Districts program. They also advise the
Board of County Commissioners on projects,
programs, or issues affecting the agricultural
economy or way of life within the county.

About the Agricultural Districts Advisory Board.

The Agricultural Districts Advisory Board supports
voluntary measures and incentives that will lead to
the continued and future viability of farming, as well
as farmland preservation in Guilford County.  The
goals of rural preservation, which encompass the
conservation of prime farmland, the scenic vistas of
the agricultural landscape, the family farm tradition,
and the economic viability of agriculture in Guilford
County, would be served by keeping farming a viable
enterprise.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT:

County Extension Director
NC Cooperative Extension Service
3309 Burlington Rd.
Greensboro, NC  27405
Tel:  (336) 375-5876

District Secretary
Guilford Soil & Water Conservation District
3309 Burlington Rd.
Greensboro, NC  27405
Tel:  (336) 375-5401 Ext. 3

Voluntary

Agricultural

Districts

Guilford County,

North Carolina



Your Agricultural Land is a Valuable Asset to the
Citizens of Guilford County

Citizens of Guilford County derive many benefits
from your farmland:  clean water and air, plant and
animal habitat, fresh fruits, vegetables, meat and
dairy products, horticultural products, and scenic
rural vistas.  Now you can enroll in a program that
demonstrates your pride and commitment to
agriculture, and celebrates your contribution to the
exceptional quality of life in Guilford County.

Voluntary Agricultural Districts Promote the Pride
and Tradition of Guilford County Agriculture

Guilford County’s Voluntary Agricultural District
Program enhances the identity of the agricultural
community by encouraging the voluntary
preservation and protection of farmland from non-
farm development.

How Your Farm Can Benefit From Becoming a
Voluntary Agricultural District

Recognition.

 The County will place signs (see below) to identify
your farm as a Guilford County Voluntary
Agricultural District.  These signs will tell passersby
that you, the farm owner, are committed to the
preservation of the agricultural way of life in
Guilford County.

Increased Protection from Nuisance Suits.

Persons buying land in rural areas will do so with the
knowledge that a bona fide agricultural operation
exists.  Agricultural Districts will be identified on
County maps, which shall be displayed for public
view in County offices including offices of the
Planning Department and the Register of Deeds.

Waiver of Water and Sewer Assessments.

Landowners within Agricultural Districts will not be
required to connect to water or sewer systems owned
and/or operated by Guilford County, nor will they be
assessed water and sewer charges until their property
is connected to such service.

Eligibility for Preservation Funds.  Agricultural
Districts may be eligible for farmland preservation
grants, should funding become available from local,
state, or federal sources.

How Your Farm Can Become a Voluntary
Agricultural District.

To become an Agricultural District, a farm must first
be certified as Qualifying Farmland.  To secure
certification, a farm must:

♦  Be participating in the farm Present Use Value
Taxation program or is otherwise determined by
the Guilford County Tax Department to meet all
the qualifications of this program set forth in
G.S. 105-277.3.

♦  Be certified by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service as being a farm on which:

-at least two-thirds of the land is composed of
soils that are best suited for agricultural
purposes; or

-at least two-thirds of the land has been actively
used in agricultural, horticultural, or forestry
operations during each of the last five years.

♦  Be managed, if highly erodible land exists on the
farm, in accordance with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service defined erosion control
practices that are addressed to highly erodible
land.

♦  Be the subject of an agreement between the
county and the owner of the land.

An Agricultural district must consist of at least 20
contiguous acres of qualified farmland or two or
more tracts of qualifying farmland that contain a
minimum total of 20 acres and are located within
one-half mile of each other.

Contact one of the agencies listed in this brochure for
more information on qualifying as a Voluntary
Agricultural District.

Agricultural District Membership Requires a
Voluntary, Non-Binding Agreement

A Voluntary Agricultural District member will be
subject to a non-binding  agreement between the
County and the landowner that prohibits non-farm
use or development of such land for a period of at
least 10 years, except for the creation of not more
than three lots that meet applicable county zoning
and subdivision regulations.

Membership may be Revoked at any Time by
Member

Should you decide to sell your land you may revoke
the agreement at any time through a written notice to
the County.
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