


























 
 

      LINCOLN COUNTY                                                        
VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT ORDINANCE 

 
      APPLICATION FORM 

 
 

NAME ___________________________________________________________ 
 

STREET OR PO BOX ______________________________________________ 
 

CITY ___________________________  STATE ________  ZIP _____________ 
 

TELEPHONE ( ___ )  _______________________ 
 
In order to participate within an Agricultural District the property must meet the following: 
 

1. Contain a minimum of 50 contiguous acres of qualified farmland, 
                  OR 

  Contain a minimum of 50 acres with two or more different landowners with qualifying farms which are  
located within a mile of each other. 

2. Be participating in the farm present use valuation taxation program established by G.S. 105-277.2 through  
105-277.7 or is otherwise determined by the county to meet all the qualifications of this program 
set forth in G.S. 105-277.3. 

3. Be certified by the Natural Resources Conservation Service of the United States Department of 
Agriculture as being a farm on which: 

 A. At least two-thirds of the land is composed of soils that: 
 1. Are best suited for providing food, seed, fiber, forage, 

    timber, forestry products, horticultural crops, and oil 
seed crops; 

2.    Have good soil qualities; 
3.   Are favorable for all major crops common to the  

County where the land is located; 
4.   Have a favorable growing season and 
5.   Receive the available moisture needed to produce high  

yields for an average of eight out of ten years. 
   OR 

B. At least two thirds of the land has been actively used in  
agricultural, horticultural or forestry operations as  
defined by N.C.G.S. 105-277.2 ( 1,2,3 ) during each of  
the five previous years, measured from the date on which  
the determination must be made as to whether the land in question qualifies. 

4. Be managed in accordance with the Natural Resources Conservation Service defined erosion-control 
practices that are addressed to highly-erodible land if highly erodible land exist on the farm; and 

5. Be the subject of a conservation agreement, as defined in N.C.G.S. 121-35,  
between the county and the owner of such land that prohibits non-farm use or development of such  
land for period of at least ten years, except for creation of not more than three lots that meets  
applicable county zoning and subdivision regulations. 
 
 
 

 



 
 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
 
 
 PARCEL #1 PARCEL #2 PARCEL #3 

Parcel identification number *    

USDA Tract Number **    

Property Address    

Township    

Number of Acres    

Current Land Use (field crops, livestock, 
horticulture, forestry, etc) 

   

Is this property currently in present-use-
valuation (land use) taxation program 
(G.S. 105-277.2 through 1050-277.7) 
through the Lincoln County Tax Office? 
*** 

 
 
_________ (Y/N) 
 

 
 
_________ (Y/N) 
 

 
 
_________ (Y/N) 
 

How many years has this tract been 
actively used in agriculture, horticulture 
or forestry (as defined by NCGS 105-
277.2)? 

 
 
_________ Years 

 
 
_________ Years 

 
 
_________ Years 

On annually planted cropland are you 
following a soil conservation plan on 
highly erodible land (HEL)? 

 
_________ (Y/N) 
 

 
_________ (Y/N) 
 

 
_________ (Y/N) 
 

If not, are you willing to develop and 
follow a plan with NRCS on these HEL 
fields? 

 
_________ (Y/N) 
 

 
_________ (Y/N) 
 

 
_________ (Y/N) 
 

 
 

 *    Found at Lincoln County GIS site; www.lincolncounty.org. 
 

**    Found at Farm Service Agency or Soil And Water Conservation District/NRCS Office. 
 

***    If property is not in the present-use-valuation (land use) taxation program, one may complete an  
         application at the Lincoln County Tax Office to determine if the property meets the qualifications 
                       for the present-use-valuation (land use) taxation program. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

CONSERVATION AGREEMENT 
  
 

  
                     If approved by the Agricultural District Advisory Board, I agree to sustain, promote and encourage  
                   agriculture in the District, support protection against nuisance suits, undesired non-farm 
                   development and other negative impacts on participating farms and I agree to prohibit 
                   non-farm use or development of the land under this Agreement for a period of at least ten 
                   years, except for the creation of not more than three lots that meet applicable county  
                   regulations. This Agreement may be revoked by the landowner by written notice to the 
                   Agricultural District Advisory Board or the Agricultural District Advisory Board may revoke the  

       same Conservation Agreement based on non-compliance by the landowner.                               
 
 
 
 
 

                       Signed ____________________________________________   Date _______________ 
                                                                         ( landowner) 
 
                       Signed ____________________________________________   Date _______________ 
                                                                         ( landowner) 
 
                       Signed ____________________________________________   Date _______________ 

                         ( landowner) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN TO :     Lincoln County Soil and Water Conservation District 
              115 West Main Street 
              Lincolnton N.C. 28092 
 
              (704) 736-8501 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
115 West Main Street, Citizens Center 
Lincolnton, NC  28092 
704-736-8501 Fax 704-736-8504 

 
 
 

 
Lincoln County Voluntary Agricultural District Program 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service in Cooperation with the Lincoln Soil and Water 

Conservation District 
 

Farmland Qualification Checklist 
(Article VII-2.A and 2.B) 

 
 
Applicant Name _________________________________________________ 
 
                 Date  _________________________________________________ 
 
        Parcel #(s)  _________, _________, _________, _________, _________ 
 
          Tract #(s)  _________, _________, _________, _________, _________ 
 
 
The following parcels have been actively used in agricultural, horticultural, or forestry  
operations for each of the last five years?  
 
         

    _____________, ______________, ______________, ______________, ______________  
 

If Not: 
   
  The following parcels have two thirds of the land composed of soils that are  
  best suited for providing food, seed, fiber, forage, timber, forestry products,  
  horticultural crops and seed crops?  (Defined as soils meeting the Prime or 
  Statewide Important Farmland criteria.)     
 
         
       ______________, ______________, ______________, ______________, ______________ 
 
 
Parcels with annually tilled crops: 
 
 Parcel #        __________, __________, __________, __________, __________ 

 Plan Y/N       __________, __________, __________, __________, __________ 

 Date of Plan  __________, __________, __________, __________, __________ 
 
   
  ____________________________________  ____________  
                NRCS Representative            Date 



 

1  
 

NAME ________________________    Date Application Received_______________ 
 
PARCELS INCLUDED IN APPLICATION  ___________, ____________, ____________, ___________  
 
   ____________, ____________, ____________, ____________, ____________, ___________ 
 
OTHER APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED CONJOINTLY _____________________________________ 
             
 
TO BE COMPLETED BY THE LINCOLN COUNTY TAX OFFICE: 
 

The following parcels included in this application are in the present-use-valuation 
(land use) taxation program (G.S. 105-277.2 through 105-277.7) 

 
  __________, __________, __________, __________, __________ 

 
The following parcels included in this application are not in the present-use-valuation 
(land use) taxation program (G.S. 105-277.2 through 105-277.7)                   

 
      __________, __________, __________, __________, __________        
 

The following parcels are not in the present-use-valuation (land use) taxation  
program, but information has been provided to the tax office showing the following  
parcels would qualify. 

   
    __________, __________, __________, __________, __________ 
 
     Certified by Lincoln County Tax Office  _________________________________ 
                     (Signature and Date) 
               Return to Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District 
                  115 West Main St, Citizens Center 
    Lincolnton, NC  28092 
 
 
TO BE COMPLETED BY THE  LINCOLN SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT AND NRCS OFFICE:                   
 
       Parcels meeting criteria per NRCS review (VII-2.A and 2.B) 
 
    __________, __________, __________, __________, __________   
 
       Parcels not meeting criteria per NRCS review (VII-2.A  and 2.B) 
      

   __________, __________, __________, __________, __________ 
 
 
Certified by SWCD/NRCS  _____________________________________ 

                                      (Signature and Date) 
 
REVIEW BY ADVISORY BOARD:               
     Approved ______, ______, _______, _______, _______      
______________________________________     
              (Signature and Date)       Denied  ______, ______, _______, _______, _______          
                
      Total Acres Approved ______________ 
   
Township-Number in Township-Participant Number            ____________________  

 
            Assigned Agricultural District Number            ____________________                      



NOTICE TO REAL ESTATE 
PURCHASERS IN LINCOLN COUNTY 

OF VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURAL 
DISTRICTS FOR FARMLAND 

CONSERVATION 
 

Lincoln County has established voluntary 
agricultural districts for farmland conservation 
to protect and preserve agricultural lands and 
activities. These districts have been developed 
and mapped by the County to inform all 
purchasers of real property that certain 
agricultural activities including, but not limited 
to, pesticide spraying, manure spreading, 
machinery operations, livestock operations, 
forestry operations including logging and similar 
activities may take place in these districts any 
time during the day or night. Maps and 
information on the location and establishment of 
these districts can be obtained from the Soil & 
Water Conservation District Office/NRCS, 
Register of Deeds, Cooperative Extension 
Service, Building & Land Development and Tax 
Mapping. 



LINCOLN COUNTY 
VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

BUILDING PERMIT REGISTRATION 
 
 
I have reviewed the most current Lincoln County Agricultural 
Districting Map found at the Register of Deeds Office or Building 
& Land Development. I understand that activities such as pesticide 
spraying, manure spreading, machinery operations, livestock 
operations, logging and other common farming and forestry 
activities may occur at any time in these areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
Location of Property (Parcel ID, Subdivision or Address): 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Print Name:_______________________________ 
 
Signature: ________________________________  Date: _______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return to:  Lincoln Soil & Water Conservation District 
                  115 West Main Street, Citizens Center 
                  Lincolnton, N.C. 28092 



 
 

The Conservation Agreement 
 
  
Participants with qualifying farmland 
must agree to: 
 
• Sustain, promote and encourage 

agriculture in the district. 
 
• Support protection against nuisance 

suits and undesired non-farm 
development. 

 
• Prohibit non-farm use or 

development of the land for a period 
of at least ten years except for the 
creation of not more than three lots 
that meet applicable county 
regulations. 

 
Since this is a voluntary program, 
landowners can revoke the agreement by 
written notice to the Agricultural District 
Advisory Board. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For More Information Contact: 

 
Lincoln Soil & Water Conservation 
District 
115 West Main Street 
Citizens Center Building 
Lincolnton, NC 28092 
Telephone #:  704-736-8501 
 
N.C. Cooperative Extension Service 
115 West Main Street 
Citizens Center Building 
Lincolnton, NC 28092 
Telephone #:  704-736-8452 
 
Lincoln County Tax Office 
1 Court Square 
Lincoln County Courthouse 
PO Box 938 
Lincolnton, NC   28092 
Telephone #:  704-736-8542 
 

Agricultural District Advisory Board 
Members 

 
John Beam…………….. 704-435-2653 
G.K. Davis…………….. 704-735-6893 
Gary Davis…………….. 704-276-2728 
Kenneth Dellinger…….. 828-428-4531 
Keith Gilbert………….. 704-276-1682 
Dan Houser…………… 704-435-3667 
Rex Lynch…………… 828-428-4611  

 
 
 

VOLUNTARY 
AGRICULTURAL 

DISTRICT 
 
 

 
 
 

LINCOLN COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 



 
 

Lincoln County Voluntary 
Agricultural District Ordinance 

 
The Lincoln County Board of 
Commissioners recognizes the critical 
need for proper management of 
environmental issues as Lincoln County 
faces growth in the coming years.  It is 
the policy of Lincoln County to 
conserve, protect and encourage the 
development, improvement and 
preservation of its agriculture land and 
forestland for the production of food, 
fiber and other products.  When other 
land uses extend into agricultural and 
forest areas, agricultural and forestry 
operations often become the subject of 
nuisance suits. 
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to 
reduce potential nuisance suits by 
providing advance notice to surrounding 
landowners of the presence of voluntary 
agricultural districts and to encourage 
the voluntary preservation and 
protection of farmland from non-farm 
development, recognizing the 
importance of agriculture to the 
economic and cultural life of the county. 
 
 

 
 

Who are the members of the 
Agricultural District Advisory Board? 

 
The Agricultural District Advisory 
Board consists of seven (7) Lincoln 
County residents.  Each district shall be 
assigned to a member of the Board who 
will monitor and represent that district in 
all business conducted by the Board.  
Individual members will represent those 
districts closest to them geographically.   

 
At least five (5) of the seven (7) 
members shall be actively engaged in 
farming.  The Board of County 
Commissioners shall select members for 
appointment. The names and telephone 
numbers of Board members are listed on 
the back of this brochure. 
 
Assistance is provided by the Lincoln 
Soil & Water Conservation District, 
Lincoln County Tax Office, North 
Carolina Cooperative Extension Service, 
Lincoln County Building & Land 
Development and the Lincoln County 
Register of Deeds Office. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

What are the qualifications to become 
a member of the program? 

 
 

Farms must be 50 acres in size; or when 
combined with other participating farms 
within a mile of each other, total a 
minimum of 50 acres.  This may include 
one or more participants. 
 
Farms must be in or qualify for the 
Present-use-valuation Taxation Program 
with the Lincoln County Tax Office. 
 
Farms must be properly managed 
according to the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service’s defined erosion 
control practices if highly erodible land 
exist on the farm. 
 
Farms must have a conservation 
agreement as defined in N.C.G.S. 121-
35, between the county and the owner of 
such land that prohibits non-farm use or 
development of such land for a period of 
at least 10 years except for the creation 
of not more than 3 lots that meet 
applicable county zoning and 
subdivision regulations. 
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