North Carolina General Statutes

ARTICLE 22A.

Trespassing Upon "Posted" Property to Hunt,
Fish, Trap, or Remove Pine Needles/Straw.

§ 14-159.6. Trespassfor purposes of hunting, etc., without written consent a
misdemeanor.

(8 Any person who willfully goes on the land, waters, ponds, or a legally established
waterfowl blind of another upon which notices, signs or posters prohibiting hunting,
fishing or trapping have been placed in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 14-159.7,
or upon which "posted" notices have been placed in accordance with the provisions of
G.S. 14-159.7, to hunt, fish or trap without the written consent of the owner or his agent
shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. Provided, further, that no arrests under
authority of this subsection shall be made without the consent of the owner or owners of
said land, or their duly authorized agents in the following counties: Halifax and Warren.

(b) Any person who willfully goes on the land of another upon which notices, signs,
or posters prohibiting raking or removing pine needles or pine straw have been placed in
accordance with the provisions of G.S. 14-159.7, or upon which "posted" notices have
been placed in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 14-159.7, to rake or remove pine
needles or pine straw without the written consent of the owner or his agent shall be guilty
of aClass 1 misdemeanor. (1949, c. 887, s. 1; 1953, c. 1226; 1965, c. 1134; 1975, c. 280,
s 1, 1979, c. 830, s. 11; 1991, c. 435, s. 4, 1993, c. 539, s. 99; 1994, EX. Sess,, C. 24, s.
14(c); 1997-443, s. 19.25(2).)

§14-159.7. Regulations as to posting of property.

The notices, signs or posters described in G.S. 14-159.6 shall measure not less than
120 square inches and shall be conspicuously posted on private lands not more than 200
yards apart close to and along the boundaries. At least one such notice, sign, or poster
shall be posted on each side of such land, and one at each corner thereof, provided that
said corner can be reasonably ascertained. For the purpose of prohibiting fishing, or the
taking of fish by any means, in any stream, lake, or pond, it shall only be necessary that
the signs, notices, or posters be posted along the stream or shoreline of a pond or lake at
intervals of not more than 200 yards apart. (1949, c. 887, s. 2; 1953, c. 1226; 1965, c.
923; 1975, c. 280, ss. 2, 3; 1979, ¢. 830, s. 11.)

§ 14-159.8. Mutilation, etc., of " posted" signs; posting signswithout consent of
owner or agent.

Any person who shall mutilate, destroy or take down any "posted,” "no hunting" or
similar notice, sign or poster on the lands, waters, or legally established waterfowl blind
of another, or who shall post such sign or poster on the lands, waters or legally



established waterfowl blind of another, without the consent of the owner or his agent,
shall be deemed guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor and only punished by afine of not more
than one hundred dollars ($100.00). (1949, c. 887, s. 3; 1953, ¢. 1226; 1969, c. 51; 1979,
c. 830, s. 11; 1993, c. 539, s. 100; 1994, EX. Sess,, €. 24, s. 14(c).)

§14-159.9. Entrance on navigable waters, etc., for purpose of fishing, hunting or
trapping not prohibited.

Nothing in this Article shall be construed to prohibit the entrance of any person upon
navigable waters and the bays and sounds adjoining such waters for the purpose of
fishing, hunting or trapping. (1949, c. 887, s. 4; 1953, c. 1226; 1979, c. 830, s. 11.)

§ 14-159.10. Enforcement of Article by peace officers; wildlife protectors authorized
to execute process.

This Article may be enforced by deputy sheriffs and other peace officers with general
subject matter jurisdiction. Law-enforcement officers of the North Carolina Wildlife
Resources Commission may execute process issued by the court for violations of this
Article. (1979, c. 830, s. 11.)



