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36-67-1.

This article shall apply only to those counties which have a
popul ati on of 500,000 or nore according to the United States
decenni al census of 1990 or any future such census and to those
muni ci palities wholly or partially located within such counties

whi ch have a popul ati on of 100,000 or nmore according to the United
St at es decenni al census of 1980 or any future such census. As used
inthis article, the term"local governnment" means those counties
and municipalities subject to this article; and the term "governing
aut hority" means the governing authority of each such county and
muni ci pality.
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36-67- 2.

The General Assenbly finds that the increasing urbanization of those
| ocal governments subject to this article requires that such | oca
governnents shoul d use zoni ng procedures which may not be necessary
in other less urbanized areas. The General Assenbly finds that the
procedures required by this article will help to ensure that
governing authorities will make zoni ng deci sions consistently and

wi sely and in keeping with the |ong-range requirenents of the public
heal th, safety, and welfare. The General Assenbly further finds
that the procedures required by this article will help to ensure
that zoning decisions are made on the basis of a record which wll
contain matters necessary to the consistent and wi se deci sion of
zoning matters in highly urban areas. The General Assenbly further
finds that the procedures required by this article will help
citizens of the affected | ocal governnents in presenting and
articulating their viewpoints on zoning matters. The Genera
Assenbly further finds that the procedures required by this article
will help to ensure that court decisions, when courts are required
to intervene in zoning matters, will be made on the basis of a
record which will contain matters necessary to the consistent and

wi se judicial decision of such zoning matters.
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36-67-3.



In any | ocal governnent which has established a planni ng departnent
or other simlar agency charged with the duty of review ng zoning
proposal s, such pl anni ng departnment or other agency shall wth
respect to each zoning proposal investigate and nmake a
recomendati on with respect to each of the matters enunerated in
this Code section, as well as carrying out any other duties with
whi ch the planni ng department or agency is charged by the |oca
governnent. The planni ng departnment or other agency shall nake a
witten record of its investigation and recommendations, and this
record shall be a public record. The matters w th which the planning
departnent or agency shall be required to rmake such investigation
and recomendati on shal |l be:

(1) Whether the zoning proposal will pernmit a use that is suitable
in view of the use and devel opnent of adjacent and nearby

property;

(2) Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing
use or usability of adjacent or nearby property;

(3) Wiether the property to be affected by the zoni ng proposal has
a reasonabl e economic use as currently zoned;

(4) Wether the zoning proposal will result in a use which will or
coul d cause an excessive or burdensome use of existing streets,
transportation facilities, utilities, or schools;

(5) If the local governnent has an adopted | and use plan, whether
the zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of
the I and use plan; and

(6) Whether there are other existing or changing conditions
af fecting the use and devel opnent of the property which give
supporting grounds for either approval or disapproval of the
zoni ng proposal
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36-67-4.

(a) In any local governnent which has established a planning

conmi ssion or other simlar body charged with the duty of naking
recomrendati ons with respect to zoning proposals, such planning
conmi ssi on or other body shall with respect to each zoni ng proposa
i nvestigate and nake a recommendati on with respect to each of the
matters enunerated in Code Section 36-67-3, as well as carrying out
any other duties with which such planning conm ssion or other body
is charged by the |ocal governnment. The planning conmni ssion or

ot her body shall make a witten record of its investigation and
recommendati ons, and this record shall be a public record.

(b) A county government which is subject to the provisions of this
article may create a separate planning conm ssion for each of the



maj or identifiable areas or comunities which lie within the
territory over which the county government exercises the planning
and zoning power. Each such planning conm ssion so created shal
have the duties and responsibilities provided for in subsection (a)
of this Code section
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36-67-5.

If a zoning proposal is initiated by a party other than the |oca
governnent, the initiating party shall be required to file a
witten, docunented analysis of the inpact of the proposed zoning
with respect to each of the matters enunerated in Code Section
36-67-3, as well as any other supporting materials required by the
| ocal governing authority. The tinme at which such analysis is
required to be filed shall be specified by each |ocal governing
authority, but the required tine for filing shall not be Iess than
seven days before any hearing or nmeeting of the governing authority
at which the zoning proposal w |l be under consideration by the
governing authority. Such a zoning proposal and analysis shall be a
public record.
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36-67-6.

At any hearing or meeting at which a governing authority has under
consi deration a zoning proposal, the analysis submitted by the
initiating party, if any, shall be reviewed. At any hearing or
neeting at which a governing authority has under consideration a
zoni ng proposal, the record prepared by the planning departnent or
ot her agency, if any, shall be reviewed. At any hearing or neeting
at which a governing authority has under consideration a zoning
proposal, the record prepared by the planning comm ssion or other
group, if any, shall be reviewed. The review of such analysis and
records at such hearing or neeting shall consist, as a mninum of
an oral statement of the findings with respect to each matter
enunerated in Code Section 36-67-3 or the witten presentation of
such findings to the nenmbers of the governing authority together
with alimted supply of copies of such findings to be avail able at
the hearing or neeting and avail able on request to interested
nmenbers of the public.



