
CHAPTER 414 CITY ZONING

414.3  Basis of regulations.

The regulations shall be made in accordance with a comprehensive plan and designed to preserve the
availability of agricultural land; to consider the protection of soil from wind and water erosion; to
encourage efficient urban development patterns; to lessen congestion in the street; to secure safety from
fire, flood, panic, and other dangers; to promote health and the general welfare; to provide adequate light
and air; to prevent the overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to promote the
conservation of energy resources; to promote reasonable access to solar energy; and to facilitate the
adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks, and other public requirements.
However, provisions of this section relating to the objectives of energy conservation and access to solar
energy do not void any zoning regulation existing on July 1, 1981, or require zoning in a city that did not
have zoning prior to July 1, 1981.

Such regulations shall be made with reasonable consideration, among other things, as to the character of the
area of the district and the peculiar suitability of such area for particular uses, and with a view to
conserving the value of buildings and encouraging the most appropriate use of land throughout such city.

Section History: Early form

  [C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, § 6454; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, § 414.3; 81 Acts, ch 125, § 2;
82 Acts, ch 1245, § 18]

414.4  Zoning regulations, district boundaries, amendments.

The council of the city shall provide for the manner in which the regulations and restrictions and the
boundaries of the districts shall be determined, established, and enforced, and from time to time amended,
supplemented, or changed. However, the regulation, restriction, or boundary shall not become effective
until after a public hearing at which parties in interest and citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard.
The notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be published as provided in section 362.3, except that
at least seven days notice must be given and in no case shall the public hearing be held earlier than the next
regularly scheduled city council meeting following the published notice.

Section History: Early form

  [C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, § 6455; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, § 414.4]

Section History: Recent form

  84 Acts, ch 1018, § 1

Internal References

  Referred to in § 329.9, 414.5, 414.24



414.21  Conflicting rules, ordinances, and statutes.

If the regulations made under this chapter require a greater width or size of yards, courts or other open
spaces, or a lower height of building or less number of stories, or a greater percentage of lot to be left
unoccupied, or impose other higher standards than are required in any other statute or local ordinance or
regulation, the regulations made under this chapter govern. If any other statute or local ordinance or
regulation requires a greater width or size of yards, courts or other open spaces, or a lower height of
building or a less number of stories, or a greater percentage of lot to be left unoccupied, or impose other
higher standards than are required by the regulations made under this chapter, the other statute or local
ordinance or regulation governs. If a regulation proposed or made under this chapter relates to any
structure, building, dam, obstruction, deposit or excavation in or on the flood plains of any river or stream,
prior approval of the department of natural resources is required to establish, amend, supplement, change or
modify the regulation or to grant any variation or exception from the regulation.

Section History: Early form

  [C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, § 6472; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, § 414.21; 82 Acts, ch 1199, §
68, 96]

414.23  Extending beyond city limits.

The powers granted by this chapter may be extended by ordinance by any city to the unincorporated area
up to two miles beyond the limits of such city, except for those areas within a county where a county
zoning ordinance exists. The ordinance shall describe in general terms the area to be included. The
exemption from regulation granted by section 335.2 to property used for agricultural purposes shall apply
to such unincorporated area. If the limits of any such city are at any place less than four miles distant from
the limits of any other city which has extended or thereafter extends its zoning jurisdiction under this
section, then at such time the powers herein granted shall extend to a line equidistant between the limits of
said cities.

A municipality, during the time its zoning jurisdiction is extended under this section, shall increase the size
of its planning and zoning commission and its board of adjustment each by two members. The additional
members shall be residents of the area outside the city limits over which the zoning jurisdiction is extended.
They
shall be appointed by the board of supervisors of the county in which such extended area is located and for
the same terms of office and have the same rights, privileges, and duties as other members of each of said
bodies.

Property owners affected by such zoning regulations shall have the same rights of hearing, protest, and
appeal as those within the municipality exercising this power.

Whenever a county in which this power is being exercised by a municipality adopts a county zoning
ordinance the power exercised by the municipality and the specific regulations and districts thereunder
shall be terminated within three months of the establishment of the administrative authority for county
zoning, or at such date as mutually agreed upon by the municipality and county.

Section History: Early form

  [C71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, § 414.23]

Internal References

  Referred to in § 331.304, 331.321, 427B.2


